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THE  BIG  CONSERVATION  JOB  IS 
ON  PRIVATE  LAND 


Research,  Educatio 


Most  of  the  Nation's  land  and  water  conservation 
job  is  on  privately  owned  or  privately  operated  land. 

Three-fourths  of  the  Nation's  land  area  is  in  private 
ownership.  Sixty  percent  is  in  farms  and  ranches.  In 
addition,  since  agriculture  in  the  broader  sense  includes 
forestry  and  grazing  management,  there  are  the  National 
Forests  and  Grasslands,  administered  by  the  Department 
of  Agriculture,  and  that  part  of  the  public  domain  used 
for  grazing. 

Altogether,  the  farmers  and  ranchers  of  the  United 
States  control  the  use  of  soil,  water,  trees  and  other 
plants,  and  wildlife  on  85  percent  of  our  land  area. 
Thus,  largely  under  the  care  of  American  agriculture  are 
the  basic  conservation  jobs  of  soil  erosion  control;  water 
management,  which  begins  with  management  of  the  farm- 
land and  forests  on  which  most  of  the  waterfalls;  forestry; 
wildlife  (80  to  85  percent  of  the  hunting  and  fishing  and 
of  the  manageable  wildlife  habitat' is  on  farms  and 
ranches);  and  most  of  the  landscape  that  provides  much 
of  the  Nation's  recreation  and  can  provide  a  great  deal 
more . 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  works  directly  with 
landowners  and  operators  in  cooperative  programs  with 
the  50  States  to  bring  about  the  conservation,  develop- 
ment, and  management  of  soil,  water,  grass,  forest,  and 
wildlife  resources  on  private  lands  and  on  the  forests  and 
grasslands  under  its  administration  as  well . 

These  conservation  programs  include: 

Research  in  soils,  water,  and  forestry,  much  of  it 
in  cooperation  with  State  Agricultural  Experiment 
Stations . 

Educational  assistance  through  the  State  Extension 
Services  of  the  Land  Grant  Colleges. 

Technical  assistance  through  the  more  than  2,900 
locally-managed  soil  conservation  districts  operating 
under  State  law,  the  Watershed  Protection  and  Flood 
Prevention  Program,  and  Snow  Surveys  and  Water  Supply 
Forecasts . 

Credit  assistance  through  loans  to  individuals  and 
groups  of  farmers  and  ranchers  and  to  local  sponsoring 
organizations  of  Watershed  Protection  and  Flood  Pre- 
vention projects . 

Financial  assistance  through  cost  sharing  with  indi- 
viduals and  groups  in  establishing  certain  conservation 
practices  under  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program; 
through  cost  sharing  under  the  Watershed  Protection  and 
Flood  Prevention  Program,  and  the  Great  Plains  Con- 
servation Program;  and  through  the  State  Forestry 
departments . 

Department  of  Agriculture  agencies  that  devote  all  of 
their  resources  to  nationwide  conservation  activities 
are  the  Forest  Service  and  the  Soil  Conservation  Ser- 
vice. Agencies  that  devote  part  of  their  resources  to 
conservation  are  the  Agricultural  Research  Service,  the 
Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conservation  Service,  the 
Economic  Research  Service,  the  Federal  Extension  Ser- 
vice through  the  Land  Grant  Colleges  and  Universities 
and  the  Farmers  Home  Administration. 


SOIL  MAPPING  —  Soil  scientists  are  tirelessly  probing,  examining  and  mapping  the 
soils  from  one  end  of  the  United  States  to  the  other.  The  soil  surveys  provide  the 
base  for  most  conservation  programs.  They  are  used  not  only  by  farmers,  ranchers 
and  foresters,  butalsoby  engineers,  urban  planners,  land  appraisers  and  others.  Soil 
scientists  map  about  50  million  acres  of  land  each  year.  To  date,  about  821  million 
acres  —  or  more  than  a  third  of  the  Nation's  land  —  hove  been  surveyed.    I LL— 2055 


SOIL  CONSERVATION  DISTRICTS  -  A  Delaware  farmer  gets  help  with  his  conser- 
vation farm  plan  from  a  conservation  technician.  The  farmer  is  a  cooperator  in  one 
of  2,900  soil  conservation  districts  that  include  about  92  percent  of  the  land  in  farms 
and  96  percent  of  the  farms  in  the  Nation.  These  locally  governed  divisions  of  the 
State  have  a  working  agreement  with  USDA  for  technical  and  other  assistance. 
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THE  BI6  CONSERVATION  JOB  IS 
ON  PRIVATE  LAND 


Moit  of  the  Notion's  land  and  water  conservation 
job  is  on  privately  owned  or  privately  operated  land. 

Three-fourths  of  the  Nation's  \an6area  is  in  private 
ownership.  Sixty  percent  Is  In  farms  and  ranches.  In 
addition,  since  agriculture  in  the  broader  sense  includes 
forestry  and  grazing  management,  there  are  the  Notional 
Forests  and  Grasslands,  administered  by  the  Department 
of  Agriculture,  and  that  part  of  the  public  domain  used 
for  grazing. 

Altogether,  the  farmers  and  ranchers  of  the  United 
States  control  the  use  of  soil,  water,  trees  and  other 

?lonts,  and  wildlife  on  85  percent  of  our  lond  area, 
hus,  largely  under  the  care  of  American  agriculture  ore 
the  basic  conservation  jobs  of  soil  erosion  control;  water 
management,  which  begins  with  management  of  the  farm- 
landand  forests  on  which  most  of  the  water  follsj  forestry; 
wildlife  (80  to 85  percent  of  the  hunting  and  fishing  and 
of  the  manageable  wildlife  habitat  Is  on  farms  and 
ranches);  and  most  of  the  landscape  that  provides  much 
of  the  Nation's  recreation  and  can  provide  a  groat  deal 
more . 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  works  directly  with 
landowners  and  operators  In  cooperative  programs  with 
the  50  States  to  bring  about  the  conservation,  develop- 
ment, and  management  of  soil ,  water,  grass,  forest,  and 
wildlife  resources  On  private  lands  and  on  the  forests  and 
grasslands  under  its  administration  as  well . 

These  conservation  programs  Include: 

Research  in  soils,  water,  and  forestry,  much  of  it 
in  cooperation  with  State  Agricultural  Experiment 
Stations. 

Educational  assistance  through  the  State  Extension 
Services  of  the  Land  Grant  Colleges. 

Technical  assistance  through  the  more  than  2,900 
locally-managed  soil  conservation  districts  operating 
under  Mate  law,  the  Watershed  Protection  and  Flood 
Prevention  Program,  and  Snow  Surveys  and  Water  Supply 
Forecasts . 

Credit  assistance  through  loans  to  individuals  and 
groups  of  farmers  and  ranchers  and  to  local  sponsoring 
organizations  ot  Watershed  Protection  and  Flood  Pre- 
vention projects . 

Financial  assistance  through  cost  sharing  with  indi- 
viduals ord  groups  In  establishing  certain  conservation 
oraciice:  under  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program; 
through  coit  sharing  under  the  Watershed  Protection  and 
flood  Prevention  Program,  and  the  Great  Plains  Con- 
servation Program;  and   through  the  State  Forestry 

Deportment  of  Agriculture  agencies  that  devote  all  of 
their  re  sour  ce  s  to  nationwide  con  servation  activities 
are  the  Forejl  Service  and  the  Soil  Conservation  Ser- 
vice. Agencies  that  devote  part  of  their  resources  to 
conservation  are  the  Agricultural  Research  Service,  the 
Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conservation  Service,  the 
Economic  Research  Service,  the  Federal  Extension  Ser- 
vice through  the  Lond  Grant  Colleges  and  Universities 
and  the  Farmers  Home  Ad  mini  strotiom 


Research,  Education,  Technical  and  Financial  Aid  Keystones  of  USDA  Conservation  Programs 
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Recreation  Joins  Conservation  as  Farm,  Ranch  Enterprise 


illi  ol  Loke  McClellon  find  o  lube  of  mn  ion  lotion  o  handy  thing  to  ho.e  oroum: 
rt-e  lake  d  o  unit  of  the  Ponhandle  Notional  Gronlandi  »h;ch  cover  300,000  ocre 
in  Texoi,  New  Mexico  ond  Oklohomo.    Recreation  il  o  mojo,  attraction  of  the  1 
lh°G       "p1'^'  admioi"e":d  b*  USDA  ■  F°""<"ly  iubmorglnal  ogricullural  lane' 
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